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From Pastor Don 

 

Each day that the Shelter-In-Placer order 

remains in effect I wonder what the long term 

consequences will be. It has already been more 

than 120 days, or four months, and clearly as we 

look around, it will certainly be months longer 

before we have reached equilibrium again. And 

of course probably months after that before 

there is some kind of vaccine. I’m not anything 

close to being a medical professional, researcher 

or otherwise, so I am not going to speculate on 

timelines but I think it is evident to reasonable 

people that this is now the new normal.  
 

You may recall that months ago I was very 

insistent on refraining from using that phrase, 

“new normal” because I wanted to accentuate 

that this was decidedly not normal. I still don’t 

think our current situation is normal (whatever 

that word means) but clearly this is how things 

will be for a while. Lots of things are in flux, 

lots of things are in transition, and I believe the 

longer we are Sheltering-In-Place the more 

likely that permanent change will come about.  
 

You can think about retail businesses, you 

can think about food service (restaurants and 

cafes), you can even think about personal care 

businesses like gyms, hair-stylists, day-spas. On 

the one hand, yes, we are all kind of waiting to 

get back to patronizing these businesses, but on 

the other hand surely there is going to be a 

serious shift in the whole retail-landscape. Some 

(many?) places that have suspended their 

activity may not reopen. And some of those will 

not replaced. We’ve learned that while we miss 

these kinds of establishments, we don’t actually 

need them. That is a pretty big realization. 

Although Amazon and online retail has been 

available for more than 20 years (Amazon was 

an online book retailer that began in 1994) we 

are seeing now, that for many people like us, 

with internet access, and with bank accounts, 

addresses where things can be shipped, debit 

and credit cards, and enough ready income, we 

can now do many things completely online. Not 

everyone can, but a lot of us can. We’ve been 

able to adapt quickly (though perhaps not 

comfortably).  
 

We can even do church online. Certainly we 

have been since March. And with the way 

things are going there is no indication we’ll be 

going back into the sanctuary anytime soon. So, 

what does this mean for church as an institution 

generally, and what does it mean for our church 

specifically? I think we have all just sort of 

thought this is temporary and then when we’re 

in the clear we’ll just go back to way we did 

things before. I thought this way. I am not so 

sure anymore.  
 

I am not trying to ‘telegraph’ any decisions 

that we’ve made in the Commission, or in the 

Session. I’m not writing this a visionary with a 

plan. I am writing this as person of faith living 

in this time, trying to guess what happens next. 

We are missing lots of things by worshipping 

virtually. But we have also gained some things. 

Depending on where you live, you may be 

saving hours of travel time on Sunday but not 

having to drive into Chinatown. That means you  
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are also saving fuel, wear and tear on your 

vehicles, and money not traveling. I can imagine 

that even when we have in-person worship 

again there will be some people who will stay 

home on Sunday morning if we still have virtual 

worship. Some folks may only come to church 

once or twice a month, some perhaps less. Sure 

some people will be back for every Sunday, but 

not everyone.  

What about meetings? Now that we’ve had 

four months of Zoom and conference calls, I can 

certainly imagine that we may continue to 

exercise the option to have virtual meetings 

rather than, again, drive into church for night 

meetings. Now, again, I am not saying that will 

happen for sure, I am just speculating it might 

happen. Of course one of the things that church 

provides us is the time and place to see one 

another, to socialize, and to connect. Certainly 

Zoom is not the preferred way to gather. But 

each day Zoom becomes more ‘normal’ for us, 

we are learning to adapt to it and to accept it as 

an alternative way of connecting. Not better but 

simply another option. And usually, if history is 

a guide, when technology provides us with new 

options to do things, we tend to incorporate 

those options into our lives. Even though we’ve 

been teleconferencing as a way to stay safe 

during the pandemic, it is hard to imagine we’ll 

stop doing this altogether when we are on the 

other side of the pandemic.   

So what does this mean for church as an 

activity? What does this mean to us a people of 

faith? In both the School of Discipleship and in 

our exploration of the Psalms in worship, I have 

pointed out that although we tend to think that 

worship has been pretty static throughout 

history it has actually changed a lot. Once 

worship totally centered on the temple: the 

temple in Jerusalem, but also at temples in 

places like Shiloh, Samaria, and Bethel. Then 

when catastrophe descended and the temples 

where destroyed and the people were sent into 

exile in Babylon, worship changed. Synagogues  

were created and the people began to worship 

there. Sure the great Temple in Jerusalem was 

rebuilt, but we know that after Christ’s death 

and resurrection, the temple was destroyed 

forever. That old way of worshipping was lost 

forever in time.  

I’m not trying to speak in the prophetic 

voice here. I have no idea what comes next. But 

I certainly have questions. I think a lot of you 

have questions too. I am a firm believer in the 

notion that an adult human being is a person 

who consents to what is. That a reasonable, 

rational person is one who accepts the tangible 

reality. This global pandemic is a major event in 

human history and will precipitate irreversible 

change. We’ve now seen new ways to do things 

and it is unlikely we’ll simply revert back when 

this is all over. Being a firm believer in the 

notion of the “priesthood of all believers” I want 

to encourage you all to begin to try to imagine 

how the church is called to change in these 

times. Not just the leaders of the church, but 

everyone.  Not fearfully, but rather 

enthusiastically. Because the change is 

definitely happening!  

Pray about this. Think about this. Imagine 

the other side. Write your thoughts down in a 

letter or an email. Share those with one another. 

Send them to me, or to the Commission.  Let’s 

open up the discussions about what happens 

next. Let us all ask “God, where are you leading 

your church in these days? How should we be 

reforming to meet the needs of our community 

in these times?” Remember that a cornerstone of 

our Presbyterian heritage is “to be the church 

Reformed and always being Reformed by the 

Holy Spirit.” In the months ahead, the Mission 

Study Team will be planning ways to get 

community feedback on all aspects of our 

church. Let’s be sure to consider how Shelter-

In-Place has changed us, and in what ways we 

want to carry that change forward.  

 

With blessings and in faith,  

Pastor Don 
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On July 10 the English Worshipping Community of PCC co-hosted an Interfaith Vigil 

entitled Chinese American Resilience and Solidarity, with Chinese for  

Affirmative Action and Chinese Medicine and Magic. 

 

Here is the opening Faith Statement from Rev. Hammond: 
 

 

I am the Interim Minister for the English Language Worshipping Community of the 

Presbyterian Church in Chinatown. I speak today as a servant of PCC and while I cannot give 

my witness since I am not Chinese-American, in the ancient traditions of my faith, I am here to 

bear witness to the resilience and solidarity of this community that has worked for justice and 

the liberation of Chinese immigrants for over 165 years. Our church, the oldest Asian-

American church in North America, we are grateful to be co-hosting this vigil today.  
 

The Presbyterian Church USA has issued several statements condemning the current 

inhumane practices of the Federal Government with regard to immigration issues, family 

separations and detentions. Here is a synopsis of some of our denomination’s public 

statements: 
 

Through the lens of our Christian faith and in light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ we call all 

to work for just and humane policies for all immigrant communities, grounded in the 

principles of family unity, human dignity, and rights.  
 

[We] call upon the federal government to immediately end the newly implemented zero- 

tolerance policy that is tearing apart families.  
 

 [We] call upon the federal government to reunite parents and children that have been 

separated as soon as possible, under the care of the community, not in family detention 

ensuring access of attorneys to those in detention.  
 

[We] call upon the federal government to make certain that every parent in custody knows 

the location of their children and facilitate regular communication between parents and their 

children until they are reunited.  
 

[We] call upon the federal government to not use possible reunification with children to 

force immigrant parents into a concession to plead guilty to a crime in exchange for reuniting 

with their children.  
 

The Presbyterian Church is Chinatown is dedicated to serving the Chinese Immigrant and 

Chinese-American communities; to serving all people as we understand Christ’s command to 

love God by loving our neighbors. We are dedicated to live the Biblical commandments to do 

justice, to love kindness, and to share a humble witness of God.  
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A Stewardship Minute 

In the May Good News from the Pews, Dave Soohoo wrote about the ongoing financial 

support needed to keep the church running in this unprecedented time of uncertainty. 

Although we have been unable to worship on-site for about four months, with on-site use 

only for the essential weekly food pantry, the bills for insurance, solar panel loan, HVAC  

and elevator service, and basic utilities continue. Otherwise, our pastor’s salary package 

is our only employee expense. 

     

   

       

    

         

   

    

  

  

       

 

As of June 30, our English Worshipping Community budget shows a surplus!  Since our 

budgets have not traditionally relied on “loose” offering contributions, we are fortunate to 

have a consistent and faithful stream of income from your pledges to cover our financial 

needs. Except for receiving a grant from the SF Presbytery given to all member churches 

that was shared with the three worshipping communities, we have not needed to apply for 

emergency loans or grants to cover our expenses. Again using technology, we have gone 

from 3 to 17 units giving on-line, with the balance of contributions coming from checks 

mailed in to the church that I pick up and deposit twice a month. Thanks to you, the 

Commission is glad not to have to worry about our financial picture.   

Blessings to you, and stay safe. 

Winchell Quock, EWC treasurer  

Thanks to the expertise and technical wizardry of Dave Chan and Nancy Chee, and the 
work of the Worship Planning Team (Pastor Don, Dave Miller, Norma Chan, Diane Go, 
Ed Kam and Nancy Chee) we have jump-started and improved our virtual worship 
experience – something that was in our “future plans” when the shelter-in-place order 
came through – and turned it into a must-have NOW. About 70 plus computers are tuned 
in for the YouTube streaming each Sunday, streaming our services locally to The 
Sequoias, to Doug Clark in Chula Vista, Jeanette Wei and Jim Caldwell in San Antonio, 
Texas, and even to Carol Poong in England! The Zoom platform has kept our 
committees, fellowship and School of Discipleship groups doing their thing. And the 
virtual tea times each Sunday have allowed us to share and build community. We have 
invested in equipment and look to train others to help keep these capabilities in place 
going forward.
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Mission and Evangelism at PCC                                                      by Jeanette Huie 

 

Meeting via zoom since April has not hampered the work of the Mission & Evangelism 

Committee! Our work is guided by Micah 6:8 – To do justice, love kindness and walk humbly 

with our God. If you have questions or want to get more involved, contact any of the committee 

members: Ed Chin, Doreen Der-McLeod, Jeanette Huie, Cindy Joe, Gilbert Lee, Jeanine Lim 

Chan and Susie Wong. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

PCC kept the Saturday Food Pantry open during the pandemic and we encouraged our 

volunteers older than 60 years old to stay home. Many young adults stepped up to volunteer but 

we can always use more! Contact Susie Wong if you can volunteer on Saturdays from 10:30-

12:00. We are now providing food for 130 seniors and adults with disabilities. Scott Barlow also 

provides home delivery for 16 seniors who are too frail to pick up their own food.  

To protect all our volunteers, the City of San Francisco provides PCC with PPE. The Presbytery 

of San Francisco also showed their support with a $500 contribution! Since the end of June we 

have implemented temperature-taking as another precaution. Nancy Chee has been taking 

temperatures of our volunteers with her cool infrared thermometer. If someone registers a high 

temperature, he/she cannot work at the pantry. Fortunately all our volunteers have had normal 

temperatures. With the funds from Presbytery, we will purchase several infrared thermometers 

for PCC which might come in handy once we return to the building for worship and meetings. 

 

Our pantry volunteers say this is their favorite SF-Marin Food Bank truck! 

 

 

                                                            (continued on page 6 ) 
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Mission and Evangelism at PCC  (continued from page 5) 

 

2020 CENSUS 

If you haven’t responded to the 2020 Census yet, you may get a knock at your door! Beginning 

August 11
th

, Census workers will hit the pavement and call on non-responders. As of this date, 

only 59% of San Franciscans have responded. This data determines the amount of federal 

dollars our state receives for community services. You can complete the census online, by phone 

or by mail – it’s very simple. The deadline is October 31
st
. For more information, 

www.census.ca.gov. 

 

PORTSMOUTH SQUARE 

When Chinatown CDC learned that Portsmouth Square renovations were NOT included in the 

2020 Health and Recovery Bond, they asked numerous – maybe hundreds – of concerned 

citizens and organizations to flood City Hall with letters. We were eager to comply and sent off 

a letter on June 22
nd

, which you can read at the end of this article. We are happy to report that 

the Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to include Portsmouth Square and to allocate $54 

million for renovation! 

As the letter states, it took many years to gather community input and then to create a design for 

the park that would include updated facilities, playground structures and seating areas. Without 

these funds, our community would have to wait much longer to see any improvements. 

 

 

 

 

June 22, 2020 

 

Dear Supervisors, 

 

      We are writing to urge the Board of Supervisors to include Portsmouth Square as part of the 

2020 Health and Recovery Bond. The revitalization of Portsmouth Square is one of the most 

important projects planned for San Francisco Chinatown in over four decades, improving this 

critical space not only for Chinatown residents but for all San Franciscans who 

know Portsmouth Square as the birthplace of the city. Many of you have attended events at 

Portsmouth Square and understand the importance of this sacred space. Because of the COVID-

19 pandemic’s ongoing threat to our community health and economic survival, it’s more critical 

than ever that Portsmouth Square be included in the upcoming bond. 

  

(continued on page 7) 

However, this Bond still needs to be approved by San Francisco voters on November 3rd. It will 
need 66.6% (two-thirds) YES votes in order to pass. Your vote is important!

http://www.census.ca.gov/
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Mission and Evangelism at PCC  (continued from page 6) 

 

More than half of Chinatown’s residents live in Single Room Occupancies (SROs) and 

the pandemic has further threatened adverse health outcomes resulting from lack of fresh air and          

open movement. Worship services and other essential activities at the Presbyterian Church in 

Chinatown have gone online since the middle of March yet our pastors and a committed group    

of members have kept our food pantry open for a weekly distribution to 120 seniors. We    

advocate for any improvement that will benefit the families and seniors who reside in our 

community! Our members are also donating funds for school supplies that will be distributed to 

200 SRO families. We are concerned for the overall well-being of the residents who have no 

other option but to live in crowded conditions. 

 

Portsmouth Square is the largest open space in this neighborhood, serving as an essential 

park and an iconic and historic civic plaza for the oldest Chinatown in America. The Square is 

the community’s central space from dawn to midnight for family and senior recreation, 

community cultural festivals, and civic demonstrations (most recently, the rally against 

xenophobia from COVID-19). Yet while hugely popular among locals and tourists, the Square is 

dilapidating from aging infrastructure and outdated design, failing the community’s needs. 

 

Renovating Portsmouth Square has for years been part of a larger public health plan, and 

the pandemic has highlighted how vital quality open space is needed for Chinatown. Between 

2010 and 2018, more than a thousand community residents, businesses, family associations, and 

social service organizations participated in dozens of design workshops and community 

meetings to imagine an improved Portsmouth Square, resulting in a consensus design—an 

incredible achievement for Chinatown. With the pandemic devastating our economy, 

renovations to Portsmouth Square may be ignored for another generation if the 2018 design is 

not executed within the current bond proposal.  

 

Chinatown needs your support and action in putting Portsmouth Square in the 2020 

Health and Recovery Bond. We appreciate your serious consideration. 

 

Sincerely,  

Mission & Evangelism Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Chinatown 
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A Lesson Learned from Cameron Daycamp 

Carl Jew, Personnel Committee 
 

I spent my first summer at Cameron House volunteering as a daycamp leader under the 

direction of Steve Woo (Brad’s brother). Entering my first year of high school with only 

a year of Friday night club under my belt, I was unprepared for leadership and lacked any 

useful camping skills – I couldn’t lead a fun song unless you count a joyless rendition of 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat. I didn’t know any games, not even Crows and Cranes. Teach 

arts & crafts or nature study? Forget about it! There were moments during training week 

when the director at his wit’s end with inattentive leaders like me would say I feel like 

I’m talking to a brick wall!  To this day, I still don’t know whether the 3
rd

 grade Cougars 

or my partner (Willard Eng) and I had more fun that summer. Ask me some day about 

fun with barf bags. 

 

After spending three summers as a volunteer under Steve Woo’s tutelage and many years 

later, I realized how much I had gained from Cameron Daycamp leadership training. One 

of the most enduring lessons was about planning cycles, an ordinary daily activity that is 

easy to overlook and yet so very critical to success:  
 

1) Leaders developed plans in advance for an entire week of activities for their 

campers. At the start of each day, they gathered for seminar to gear up to 

achieve the objectives for the day. 

2) Leaders spent the entire day at the park carrying out the activities planned for the 

campers.  

3) After seven hours of camp, the director assembled the leaders for a seminar to 

evaluate the day, identify areas of improvement, and plan for ways to make the 

next day as good, if not even better. 

 

The cycle of (1) planning + (2) doing the work + (3) evaluating was repeated daily and 

weekly for the entire summer with the aim of continuous self– and program 

improvement. 

 

The Cameron Daycamp planning model has proven to be highly adaptable and one that 

I’ve used time and again in a variety of situations whether the target program was a group 

of 12 campers, or 125 teenagers at Westminster Woods overnight camp, or 1,000 students 

at a college fair, or the annual performance evaluation of a Chief Executive Officer who 

oversees a $5M budget.  

 

In the work world, this planning model is called Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI), 

one in which high-priced consultants are hired to teach management skills to novices. 

The funny thing is that CQI is just a dressed-up version of the Cameron Daycamp 

planning model that many of us Baby Boomers learned 50 years ago.  
 

(continued on page 9) 
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A Lesson Learned from Cameron Daycamp  (continued from page 8) 

 

The following diagram of the Interim Pastor Performance Planning and Assessment 

Cycle is a current example of how the planning model is at work in the English 

Worshiping Community.  

 

 

 
 
 

It is the aim of the English Commission to encourage and support Pastor Don in his 

journey to be and to become the very best he can be as an Interim Minister by utilizing a 

continuous cycle of improvement that is predicated on (1) planning + (2) doing the work 

of interim ministry in a COVID-19 environment + (3) evaluating the plans and the work. 

Based on the lesson I first learned at Cameron Daycamp and continue to find relevant 

today, a commitment to continuous improvement will serve our worshiping community 

well in this time of interim ministry with Pastor Don.  

Interim Ministry  

Goal Setting       

Spring 2019 

(Step 1) 

Interim Ministry Work              

June 2019 - May 2020 

(Step 2) 

Annual Performance  

Evaluation       

April 2020 

(Step 3) 

Update Interim Ministry 

Goals for Year 2 

June 2020 

(Year 1 Cycle Completed) 

 (Begin Year 2, Step 1) 
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嚴峻疫情 - 充滿感恩                           粵語關顧組:羅秀珍 

     

       

 

1. 回顧三月四日起, 簡思恩牧師休假後, 受著疫情的突變下, 牧師夫婦二人亦因 

應市政府法規, 要住進「美國空軍基地」隔離十四天; 簡牧師、師母得蒙上帝 保

守, 健康無恙返抵家中, 每週仍常帶領教會事工, 感謝主。 

1. Due to the coronavirus, on March 4, 2020, Rev. Ronnie Kaan and his wife had 

been relocated at the Air Force Base due to government policies. After being 

quarantined for 14 days, he and his wife were able to safely return home in good 

health from blessings from the Lord.  Ever since his return he has been working 

hard carrying out the church’s ministry every week.  Praise the Lord.                      

 

2. 嚴峻疫情期間, 關顧組經常以電話聯絡弟兄姊妹, 尤以年長的兄姊, 我們要了

解他們生活上的、靈性上的、心理上的需要; 在這些困家日子, 關顧組提供了 

   各項不同社區服務資訉, 以協助弟兄姊妹能夠得到適時的幫助; 其中我們聯絡 

   社區機構, 送午飯和送遞瓜菜、肉類到長者家, 感謝主。 

 

2. During the peak of the outbreak, the care group actively got in touch with the 

fellowship by phone, especially the elderly.  From the help of the care group we 

are able to understand their physical, mental and spiritual needs. The care group 

was able to provide various services within the community and able to aide our 

fellowship. These services included meal and grocery deliveries to the elderly at 

their homes.   Praise the Lord. 

 

3. 行動不便的年長信徒因著疫情不能出門, 親人兒女多月不曾探訪他們; 關顧組 

   知悉後, 隨即買備食物前往探訪, 幫助剪髮、沐浴和剪甲, 表現了在主裡彼此 

   相愛, 感謝主。 

 

3. Through the care group we are aware that many elderly in our fellowship are 

highly impacted by the pandemic. Some of them haven’t seen their family for 

months and they are bound by their physical disability. After contacting them, we 

are able to visit them and help them in their needs, such as bring them groceries,  

 Severe outbreak - Full of gratitude - Cantonese Commission Care Group
by Elder Jenny Xiu-Zhen Luo. Translated in English by her son, Jason Huang.
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Cantonese Commission Care Group  (continued from page 10) 

 

help them shower, cut their hair, and help them trim their nails.  These show how 

we love and care for each other in Christ.  Praise the Lord! 

 

4. 由三月至六月間, 不僅每主日舉行「網上敬拜」, 亦提供每天早上在群組微訊 

   上的靈修經文, 不時也分享關於疫情最新消息、神學查經課題、福音電影、疫 

   境心理教育輔導、日常生活認知和益智的問答遊戲等, 使弟兄姊妹麻困在家中, 

   得到舒煥精神情緒, 感謝主。 

 

4. From March to June, not only is "Online Worship" held every Sunday, but we 

also provide group newsletters every morning on the Group WeChat, the spiritual 

scriptures on the website.  From time to time, we also share the latest news about 

pandemic updates, theological study topics, gospel movies, outbreak’s mental 

health counseling, guide lines to daily life and puzzle quiz games.  These help 

brothers and sisters to reduce stress and anxiety during this difficult time of 

“shelter in place”.  Praise our Lord! 

 

5. 粵語崇拜組經過多月的群組「網上敬拜」編排,得蒙黃鍚洪長老、黃靜漪長老、 

   羅秀珍長老、黃靜娜長老、蔡子良弟兄及英語崇拜組弟兄 David Chan的幫忙錄 

   影和製作, 黃雄斌弟兄協助轉載, 使我們能夠每主日既如過往,仍有著傳統禮儀  

   的敬拜, 感謝主。 

5. The Cantonese Worshiping Community has been organized by the group 

"Online Worship" for many months.  We like to give special thanks to the 

following people for their help with the production of our Cantonese group online 

worshiping.  Names include Cantonese members Hong-Xi Huang, Kay Wong, 

Xiu-Zhen Luo, Eleanor Wong, Jerry Choy, Jason Huang and David Chan from the 

English Worshiping Community, who contributes a lot of his time to do video 

recording and editing.  All this makes it possible for the Cantonese Worshiping 

Community to continue with their traditional Sunday worshiping. 

 6. 雖然我們都在嚴峻的疫情中受困, 經歷了困苦與試煉, 但愛我們的上帝, 依然 

   保守和同在, 讓我們天天經驗衪的恩典, 可以滿口滿心都要讚美祂, 感謝主。 

 

(continued on page 12) 
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Cantonese Commission Care Group  (continued from page 11) 

 

 6. Although we are all trapped in a severe outbreak and experience hardships and 

trials, our God who loves us, still keeps us and is with us.  Let us experience His 

grace every day.  We can praise Him with all our hearts, and thank the Lord.   

 

 

    

 

    

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Visited one of our Cantonese members, Mrs. Ada Chow 

 

                                                          Food box delivery to seniors during Covid-19 Shelter in place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oakland military base where Rev. & Mrs. Kaan being quarantined  

for 2 weeks after departing from the Grand Princess Cruise Ship in March.                             

We gladly received face mask donation from "Pop's Foundation", one of the 
Bay Area charity organizations. In July 6, members of the Care group 
Committee, Jenny Luo, Rev. Kaan & Mrs. Kaan visited and delivered face 
masks to our Cantonese senior members who were in need of medical and 
health supplies. We give our thanks to the Lord!



____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Good News for the Pews Page 13 August 2020 

 

What is Lament?                                                                                     by Linda Lee 

Some of the women of PCC tuned in to a webinar presentation via Zoom by Lynn Miller, the 

author of the 2020-2021 Horizons Bible Study, “Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers 

of Lament”.   She presented an overview of the study and introduced us to the definition of 

lament, which we often confuse with the word regret.  She noted that lament is not the 

appropriate response for situations over which we have control—in those injustices and 

sufferings we are called to action, or perhaps, we first must confess and repent our inaction. 

      

 

 

  

 

 

The study lessons will take us through a variety of 

Biblical and current calls to protest:  Death, Life, 

Women’s status, the City, Creation and our own 

faithlessness.  Miller hopes that this study will lead 

us to know the relationship of lament to scripture, to 

actively practice lament, and to understand our need 

to repent and act.  She hopes each lesson will be a 

time for self-reflection and change.  I look forward to 

our study time together as we continue in this 

pandemic time of community grief.  

Women’s Fellowship will begin lessons from this study in the Fall of 2020.  If you are not a 

Horizons subscriber and want to order a copy of the study or listen to Rev. Lynn Miller’s 

webinar, here is the link:    

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/into-the-light/  

 

Lament in the Biblical sense addresses times of 
large-scale natural disasters, events of terrorism and 
tragic accidents. Our prayers of lament in such times 
are declarations of our trust and dependence on God. 
It is our acknowledgement of the depth and effect of 
suffering on human beings and creation. It is our 
recognition that only God’s reign can make it right. 
In this, she said, lament helps us to live faithfully in a 
trauma-riddled world.

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/into-the-light/
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The Presbytery of San Francisco’s Virtual Vigil 

To address anti-racism and justice, the Presbytery of San Francisco invited churches in 

the presbytery to join in a virtual vigil.   On June 21st (Freedom) Sunday, about 181 

participants joined together for the We Can't Breathe Virtual Vigil, led by Rev. Kamal 

Hassan.  It was a faith-centered vigil to denounce White supremacy and the impact of 

police violence on Black communities. 

For more information, and to see/share the recording of the Vigil please visit:  
https://www.presbyteryofsf.org/anti-racism-and-justice/ 

 

During the Zoom vigil, David Lee offered this lament.  

 

8:46 of Life Forsaken 

 

Oh Lord! We...we create divides deeply rooted by self; 

Always so wide-apart caused by self. 

Yahweh of the enslaved, oppression/injustice are human creations by self. 

With our iniquities we pluck and cull through races, through ages, all by self. 

 

When our images are same, created in you, my Lord; 

Free-will we have, given not earned. 

Our actions brings sufferings, selections of choice, systemic hate, all by self. 
 

Our seed began from one image of love, my Lord. 

Ashamed, becoming impersonal without agape, impenetrable by self. 

How long, how long, 400 years more when 8:46 is enough for breathlessness; By self. 

 

Oh Lord, allow us to un-damage, by leaning instead to hate evil and wrongs. 

You came and touched us with flesh, leaving us with Beatitudes to live in your World. 

Assuring us with blessings; drying tears and waiting, waiting, waiting no more. 

 

David SM Lee 

 

 

 

https://www.presbyteryofsf.org/anti-racism-and-justice/
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What does it take to live stream worship? 

More than you think! 

 

By Dave Miller 

 
I’ve been pleased to see so many people tuned in to our YouTube channel for Sunday 

worship.  We’ve regularly had 75 to 80 devices connected! We have people worshiping 

from San Francisco, the South Bay, the East Bay, Marin, Southern California, Idaho, 

Michigan, England…  

 

Our process and the technology have evolved over these past 4 months. We started out 

streaming from the PCC sanctuary with all the worship leaders in the sanctuary – 

liturgist, reader, accompanist, preacher. But with tightened restrictions from the City and 

the Presbytery, we were no longer allowed to bring all the worship leaders together. We 

had to figure out a way to present all the components of worship from different locations. 

Dave Chan had to purchase some special software and those of us who are worship 

leaders had to be able to use Zoom for our portion of the service. In addition, like you’ve 

probably encountered, when an update to software comes out, some things you had 

working well are now broken and have to be changed.  We’ve settled into a process that 

seems to work well (at least until the next software update!) 

 

Here’s what happens during the week: 

 Pastor Don, sometimes with the help of the worship planning team, puts together 

the liturgy, chooses scripture readings and a sermon title. 

 

 Pastor Don, Norma Chan and I pick songs and hymns that will mesh with the 

scripture and the content of Pastor Don’s sermon. 

 

 For the songs and hymns we will sing, Norm Proctor enters the notes into special 

music notation software and generates music files that accompany the songs and 

hymns. He can choose different instruments and is careful to enter breaks in the 

music where you’ll probably want to take a breath. He sends the resulting sound 

files to Dave Chan. 

 

 During the week, the liturgist and readers test the speed of their Internet 

connection.  If the connection is fast enough, they’ll join Dave Chan on Sunday 

morning in a special Zoom conference. If not, they can record a video of the 

reading or sermon and send it to Dave. 

 

 I put all the liturgy, scriptures, sermon title, names of participants and music into a 

set of PowerPoint slides and then deliver those slides to Dave Chan.    

                             (continued on page 16) 
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What does it take to live stream worship?  (continued from page 15) 

 

 Dave Chan has a powerful computer at his home running special software that 

builds each of the slides into a separate “scene”. Each scene can contain a box 

with a view of the speaker, a sound file that plays, a video that plays, etc. 

 

 On Saturday night, Dave distributes a short movie to several of us that shows each 

scene for 10 to 15 seconds. We can check to make sure that nothing is left out, that 

there’s a spot to fill in a Zoom window of the participants, and that the sound and 

video files are attached properly. 

 

 Dave also chooses music that can be played before and after the service as well as 

during the time of centering. Because we will be streaming the music, Dave has to 

get permission from the artist to broadcast the music. Many musicians, 

recognizing the situation, have graciously provided permission without asking for 

a fee. If you like the music, we suggest that you purchase an album from them as a 

way of thanking the artists. 

 

 On Sunday morning, Dave provides the readers, the liturgist and Pastor Don with 

a private Zoom link that will be used for worship. (We don’t want any “Zoom 

Bombers” to break into the broadcast!) Before the service starts, Dave tests the 

sound level and positioning of each of the worship leaders and they all get ready to 

go “live”. 

 

 At about 10:20, Dave starts the YouTube stream and broadcasts the “selfies” that 

you all have provided. 

 

 At 10:40, Dave starts the first “scene” – prelude music with credits to the 

performer. 

 

 The liturgist, seeing a view of Dave Chan’s desktop, waits for Dave to slide the 

new scene into place. When the new scene appears, the liturgist starts the 

welcome. 

 

 The service continues on with each participant waiting for their cue from Dave’s 

desktop. (They can’t rely on watching the YouTube stream because it’s often 15 or 

20 seconds delayed from live.) 

 

 After the blessing and the final slides, Dave closes the stream, extracts the sermon 

video and uploads it so that I can put a link to it onto the PCC web site. 
 

(continued on page 17)  



______________________________________________________________________________ 

Good News for the Pews Page 17 August 2020 

 

What does it take to live stream worship?  (continued from page 16) 

 

Presenting worship live in real time has risks that something might go wrong, and some 

things have gone wrong. But Pastor Don and the Worship & Nurture committee believe 

that a live service allows us more of an opportunity to worship as a community compared 

to a show where everything was prerecorded.  So, be patient with the glitches and 

immerse yourself in real time in worship. 

 

If you’d like to assist in supporting our worship process, talk with Dave Chan or me. 

We’d love to have help! 
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Welcome to Tea Time!                                                             By Diane Go, Elder 

 

We are not at our church building on Sunday for Worship! That is old news! 

But, you can still come to Tea Time, thanks to the internet website called Zoom! 

Every Sunday after our virtual worship, members of our English Worshipping 

Community get together to share and discuss on Zoom. Although we cannot share our 

wonderful treats and tea, we still can share our joys, concerns, questions and answers 

with each other. 
 

Thanks to Stuart Go and Sabrina Shin, we have been using their Zoom accounts to share 

our thoughts on subjects like new activities that we have picked up while sheltering in 

place, hopes for the future once we are no longer sheltering, what “woke” us during the 

week.  
 

We also have been sharing concerns and joys, like seeing Proud father Josh Chuck join us 

with little son Jacob and touching base with a member from afar, Joanna Jew-Dunn from 

Michigan, where she is living with her family and working as a pastor. 
 

Attendance has been about 30 people per week with a high of 63 people when Reverend 

Wesley Woo “visited” us to lead a discussion on racism against Asians who reside in the 

United States. 
 

Please join us every Sunday. A direct link is set up in our Saturday weekly information email to 

join Tea Time right after worship.  Please contact Diane Go or Dave Miller if you are not 

receiving these emails. Please also contact us if you have difficulty participating in any PCC 

virtual worship services or Zoom events. 

 

============================================================= 
                                                                                                             

Upcoming Events 
 

 Sunday, August 16:  10:45 am via YouTube.  The Pride Service 

The guest preacher will be Rev. Elizabeth McCord 
 

The Rev. Elizabeth E. P. McCord serves as chaplain and director of spiritual life at Carroll 

University. Elizabeth is passionate about students' spiritual development and loves creating 

environments in which they can seek out their greatest purpose. In addition to developing 

spiritual life programs for the Carroll community, Elizabeth provides pastoral care and spiritual 

direction to students, faculty, staff and other members of the Carroll family. She provides a 

spiritual presence on campus and is available to speak or teach at Carroll events or in the local 

community. Elizabeth is ordained in the United Church of Christ and has ministerial standing 

with the Presbytery of Milwaukee.  

https://www.carrollu.edu/campus-student-life/spiritual-life 

 

 Every Saturday   10am-12pm          Food Pantry at PCC 

  (contact Jeanine Lim Chan or Susie Wong to volunteer)  

https://www.carrollu.edu/campus-student-life/spiritual-life
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News from the Pews                                                                                 by Pat Chan 
 

Who would have known we will have a pandemic in 2020 that will change our lives.  Some of  

us are getting really tired of all this and wish it will be all over.  Some of us are coping and 

hanging in there. 
 

  

  

 
 

A college graduate is Kyle Shin, son of Sabrina and Jung and brother of Dean.  Kyle attended 

Wesleyan College in Middleton, Connecticut and studied East Asian Studies.   He is keeping 

busy singing and doing music videos under the name of Son of Paper.  Check him out in 

YouTube.  He is quite good and talented. 
 

Our high school graduate is Justin Wong, son of Heidi and Anthony, sister Mikayla.  We wish 

you well when you go off to college/virtual.  Hope you can play sports with your friends soon. 
 

Brady Ho is being promoted to middle school.  He is the son of Sam and Alisa, and big brothers 

Cody and Logan.  Hope the virtual Middle school life will run smooth for you. 
 

Wedding bells rang for Irene Ng’s granddaughter.  Unfortunately, due to the shelter-in-place, 

Irene did not fly to Abiquiu, New Mexico, to participant in the joyous event.  She is so sad. 
 

We want to give Pastor Cal Chinn a pat in the back for a job well done in being the Transitional 

Pastor/Head of Staff for two years at Calvary Presbyterian Church.  Marcella (Marci) Auld 

Glass is the new pastor coming in August.  Have a good rest Cal.   
 

Our very own Keith Jew was spotlighted in the Marina Times,  a 

neighborhood newspaper that I picked up from the newspaper stand, not 

each month but in May.  (I was looking for something to read) 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES had a picture. Keith was quoted "working 

during a pandemic is like working during a holiday.” 

 

Let's see where did I leave off from our last newsletter.  Princess Cruise 

Line finally refunded me for my Spring Break trip to Vancouver (same 

ship as Pastor Kaan and his wife).  The American Steamboat Cruise line 

still has my money. We need to book next year and cruise in 2022.  I'm 

not ready to get on the airplane anytime soon.  I only have one trip plan 

to the Women's Gathering in St. Louis next August. 
 

I did not have much work to do, so the School District asked for 

volunteers to help with the Meal Distribution, so in May, I went to 

Gordon J. Lau (Commodore Stockton) Elementary to help bag food on 

Mondays and Wednesdays. This site prepared anywhere from 1500 to 1800 bags per week.  We 

feed students in Chinatown and the North Beach area.  Mainly, grandparents are stand in line  
                                                                (continued on page 20) 

Our church families were able to help their graduates celebrate at home. This year we have one 
college grad, a high school grad and a elementary schooler who is promoted to middle school. 
We want to wish you all the best for your next adventure in life.
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News from the Pews  (continued from page 19) 

 

early in the morning, but we don't give out the food 

until 11:00.  The district cafeteria workers have been 

working hard to feed all these families.  
 

 

  

  

 

   

   

 
 

I was able to have one fun opportunity.   I helped fold 

paper cranes.  I started a bit late but I managed to fold 

over 150 cranes.  I cut up some old calendars, flyers, 

magazines, wrapping paper and my pile of scrapbook 

paper which had many different patterns of 

papers.  The origami paper I had were just solid color, 

so it was too boring for me to fold.  Thanks to Diane 

Go for sending me an easy video for me to view.  It 

took me about 10 cranes to get the hang of it.  I couldn't stop.  Yes, I made some colorful cranes. 
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The food is being provided by the company that the 
school district contracts with in the past few
years. When you read this, school will be virtual so I 
do not know if food will be bagged and passed out for 
the next few months till it is safe for students to go 
back to school. I will probably be home and hoping I 
can do some of my work at home. Stay tuned for the 
next newsletter and I will report back my status.

http://www.pccsf.org/

