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Opening
Christ is Alive

Hymn 246 in Glory to God
 

Meditation
Christ Has Risen While 

Earth Slumbers
Hymn 231 in Glory to God

 

Closing
We Walk By Faith

Hymn 817 in Glory to God
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Acts 4:32-35
John 20:19-31

Mondays, 9:30am
SCHOOL OF DISCIPLESHIP.
______________________

Saturdays, 10am-2pm
FOOD PANTRY @ PCC

______________________
 

UPCOMING EVENTS

    4/18      Celebrate the Gifts

                    of Women Sunday

    4/19      Women's Fellowship

    4/20     Commission Meeting
 

for more information and photos
on the life of our church, visit

www.pccsf.org

Today's Hymns and
Scripture Passages

April 11, 2021

Join us for a time of virtual fellowship! Go to Saturday's email
from info@pccsf.org for the zoom link.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Virtual Teatime Following Worship

Prayer Requests
For prayer concerns and joys you
approve to be in the Ragsheet and
shared during worship, email
EnglishDeacons@pccsf.org or Pastor
Don: donald.p.hammond@pccsf.org.

For confidential requests, type in the
body of your email: “Please keep
confidential between the Deacons
and Pastor.”

Prayers of Joys and Concern
Please remember in your prayers:

Please welcome Jerrick and Jojo’s new grandson: Jaylen Donald
Woo, born on April 5, @ 12:15am, 6.5 lbs, 20”. The proud parents
are Darren and Jana Tom Woo.

Rev. Joanna Jew Dunn should have arrived in Portland/Beaverton
to assume her new position as Pastor/Head of Staff. Her new
address: 14782 NW Yellowstone Ct, Beaverton, OR 97006.

Len Zavertnik will have a surgical procedure on April 14 at UCSF,
is planning to stay overnight, returning to his and Margaret’s
home in Arnold on April 15.

Our EWC Treasurer/Elder- Winchell Quock as he recovers from
his first case of gout.

Lindsay Quock, who had a surprise appendectomy on April 3.

Jeannette Wei as she recovers from surgery on her ear, hoping to
regain some hearing.

Auntie Marjorie, Dave Chan and Carolyn Chan’s other aunt who
is home but continues to have health challenges.

Louis Chinn is now in hospice care. His family including wife,
Deb Wong Chinn, children Chris and Jenn, and brand-new
daughter in law, Cathee are by his side.

The brother of Angela Cao, Jonathan M. Chan’s friend, has been
diagnosed with cancer. The Cao family has been very shaken by
this diagnosis. Angela has just been told she has high blood
pressure from stress and her father has been seen in the ER for
low blood pressure and low pulse. 

For all the Single Room Occupancy (SRO) residents, who’s
communal living environments put them at higher risk for the
COVID virus. And for many SRO residents who are suffering
from the isolation and loss of their supportive connections and
programs, who struggle with their sobriety, their sanity, and
having enough income to make rent.  And for all people who are
feeling depressed and anxious due to the pandemic and missing
so many of the things they loved doing and people they loved
interacting with regularly.  



How do you plan when you can’t predict? The world we are living in has stripped me of any confidence I
previously had in my experience or my expertise. I feel like I know nothing. And I’m tired.

In June, after months of sheltering in place, I drove to Montreat Conference Center in North Carolina.
Montreat was as quiet as I’ve ever seen it. Still, walking the paths, hiking the trails and dipping my feet in
the cool stream took me to the formative years of my faith as a participant in many of the summer youth
conferences. I heard the refrain often sung at one of those conferences, a tune from the Iona Community
written by John Bell: Behold! Behold! I make all things new, beginning with you and starting from today. Behold!
Behold! I make all things new, my promise is true, for I am Christ the way.

Bell’s refrain points to two texts in the New Testament. These texts find their way into our Presbyterian
worship, showing up in the comforting words of the Assurance of Pardon — after we have made our
public and private confessions — and being spoken to the grieving hearts in our funeral services that we
call the Witness to the Resurrection.

In the pardon, when we have told the truth about who we are and how we’ve failed, we hear from Paul in
2 Corinthians 5:17: “Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone, and a new life has
already begun.”

We can’t see it yet, but the promise is that something new has already been born. God lifts us from our
humiliation and sets us on a new way. And then, when we stand beside the grave of someone we love, we
hear God’s words promising to be with us in a new way, wiping away tears, abolishing death and pain,
saying, “See, I am making all things new … write this, for these words are trustworthy and true”
(Revelation 21:5).

When we are broken, tired and wondering how to begin again — or if we even want to — the Creator is
urging us on, lifting our gaze, promising us more than we can imagine fashioned from this very moment,
these very circumstances, our very lives.

Behold! Behold! I make all things new!

This refrain is a gospel “gut check” calling us back to hope, to awe and to surrender. But I admit it doesn’t
completely take away the confusion, frustration and irritability I still feel in these uncertain times. And
that’s OK. Richard Rohr, the Catholic priest and contemplative teacher, says that when we are faced with
new realities, our most common responses are mistrust, cynicism, fear, defensiveness and dismissal.
Reverting to these responses is our attempt to be in control rather than allowing this moment to teach us
something new.

We need to be opened to be being taught. The new thing God is doing is what anchors us as
Presbyterians whose heritage is steeped in the Reformers’ cry of “reformed and always reforming.”
Embracing the new is woven into our polity as the Book of Order reminds us, “The good news of the
Gospel is that the triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — creates, redeems, sustains, rules, and
transforms all things and all people. … By the power of the Spirit, this one living God is incarnate in Jesus
Christ, who came to live in the world, die for the world, and be raised again to new life” (F-1.01).

It’s funny how figuring out the way forward takes us back to ancient words — ancient words that are
trustworthy and true.

--- Nikki Collins, Presbyterian Mission Agency   (from the Mission Yearbook of Prayer, April 10, 2021)

Don’t Doubt God’s Promised Future 
The past year has been this odd dance of ever-changing realities and
downright monotony. We have completely shifted how we live.
From shopping to Sunday school, nothing is the same. All the while,
this new way of living has meant staring at the same walls, the same
Zoom screen and the same people day after day. Waking up to
wonder what crazy thing happened while I slept, while at the same
time realizing that today’s schedule will essentially look like
yesterday’s, has pretty much sucked the creative lifeblood right out
of me.



U P D A T E  F R O M  T H E  M I S S I O N  S T U D Y  T E A M

Dear PCC English Worshiping Community (EWC):

It has been several months since our last update and we want to share with you the
continuing work of the MST.  We have been meeting monthly and we have continued with
our work as follows:

1. We have completed a detailed summary of our church history including our pastoral
leadership to date, summarizing our healing journey as our community moves forward and
how our community has responded to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

2. We produced an analysis of the EWC’s church historical membership and financial
changes from 1997 through 2020 and what it says about us from a membership and financial
standpoint.

3. We are looking into our community demographics and what is our “community” now.  
 Has our “Mission field” changed, needing to redefine who we might serve?  And what
partnerships with community groups we might envision working with into the future.

4. As we begin the envisioning process, we will be looking back at the work of the Adaptive
Change Team, reviewing what may be still relevant in our process of envisioning the future.

5. We plan to have conversations with the English Commission and leadership of Cameron
House on what a partnership might be for the future. 

6. But most importantly, we will be asking YOU, as members of the EWC, what you see for
the future of our community especially in light of changes upon us in this last year of the
pandemic.

7. We are planning a community discussion for early May to update you on our progress and
to gather your thoughts and feedback to questions for our future.  Things are no longer the
same for us a year ago and we look to YOU for fresh thoughts and ideas.  A “Save the Date”
announcement will be sent out shortly.

If you have any questions or feedback for the MST, please do not hesitate to reach out to any
members of the MST listed below. Thank you for your continued support and patience as we
move forward during this challenging time. 

In the Spirit of Christ,
     Your Mission Study Team: 
     Ed Kam, Nancy Chee and Chris Chan (co-chairs)
     Jeanine Lim Chan
     Laurene Chan
     Di An Chen (Mandarin WC member)
     Mark Fong
     Pastor Don Hammond
     Cindy Joe
     Eleanor Wong (Cantonese WC member)


