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From CCDC Staff and SRO Families     by Jeanette Huie 
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DINKS and SINKS Covenant Group                                                  by Pamela Wong                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
(Double Income No Kids, Single Income No Kids) 
 

 

 

 

On September 23 at around 2:30 pm, the DINKS and SINKS representing PCC arrive at Old First 
Presbyterian Church’s to begin chopping, boiling and browning meat to prepare meals for 150 
homeless. Helping out this day are Dave Chan and Nancy Chee, Eunice and Gilbert Lee, Marie Chin 
and Wayne Eng, Pam Jang and Rae Liu. 

              
What’s on the menu?  Marie’s Caesar salad, Nancy’s delicious pasta dish and a refreshing dessert of 
cake and fresh fruit provided by Eunice and Gilbert.  We are proud to have just completed our 3rd year 
participating in this wonderful program. 

          
We have a lot of fun in the kitchen and the staff at Old First are very dedicated to this ministry.  Hy & 
Carmen are the Monthly Community Dinner Coordinators and Robert is great with clean up in the 
kitchen.  Purchasing and preparing food is just part of the service we provide.  We also plate the food 
and if there is enough seating in the dining room, we have the opportunity to sit with the guests.          

(continued on page 3)  

 

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” 

Revelation 3:20 
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DINKS and SINKS Covenant Group (continued from page 2) 

This is a very heartwarming experience because we are enabling the guests the chance to enjoy their 
meal in a dining room setting and while their food is served to them. Of course, the guests also look 
forward to seconds. 

           
Thank you God for giving us another day to become a better individual and a chance to give and 
experience love to those in need.  You bless us with energy that feeds our souls so that we can feed 
the homeless.  Keep us all close to as we continue to do your work. – Amen 

======================================================================= 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER                                                photo by Stuart Go 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The baptism of Maxwell Hum by The Rev. Cal Chinn, January 7, 2018 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP by Mildred Hall 
 
Along with becoming accustomed to using new tech devices and shortcuts, there are times when we use 
acronyms that mean nothing to many people, unless they are used to hearing or seeing them.   Here are 
just a few specific to Presbyterian Women to help you.  
 
WF – Women’s Fellowship (this one specific to PCC women)  
PW – Presbyterian Women 
CT – Coordinating Team 
CCT/PW – Churchwide Coordinating Team of Presbyterian Women 
PWC – Presbyterian Women in the Congregation 
PWP – Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery 
PWS  - Presbyterian Women in the Synod 
CWG – Churchwide Gathering (a triennial event of PW) 
 
The annual Christmas Potluck dinner was held in December at Jean Chin’s home.  Food was plentiful 
and there was good fellowship with over 20 people.  We invited the ukelele musicians of our church to 
come and to accompany our carol singing.  The project we supported this year was gift cards for The 
Vision Project of the International Rescue Committee (IRC).  Cards were from Safeway, Trader Joe’s, 
and an art supply store, Blix.   The cards were hand delivered by Jeanette Huie to the IRC Oakland 
office.  A Big Thank-You goes to each of the women who participated in this gift that totaled over 
$400.00.  
 
One of two special PW offerings, the Thank Offering, is taken in December.  Again you were all very 
supportive by giving a total of $420.00 to this specific offering.  You are all to be commended for your 
generosity to PW.   
 
WF meets on the third Monday each month at PCC unless otherwise announced.  Besides our monthly 
meetings there are other events for PW participation.  Keep up to date by reading the weekly Ragsheet at 
worship, the weekly Email sent to your inbox, and the church bulletin boards. 
 
Monday, January 15 – WF work evening to plan the worship service for Celebrate the Gifts of Women 
service of worship which will be in April.   
 
Monday, February 19 – Study of Hebrews -- this year’s PW Bible study.  More information to come.    
 
Saturday, March 3 – Presbyterian Women in the SF Presbytery Gathering (PWP)  
Location: First Presbyterian in Livermore, CA.  9:30 AM to 1 PM.  Speaker:  Mary Lemm Davis, who 
traveled to Indonesia with the PW Global Exchange group in September.  All women and friends are 
invited to attend.  More information to come.  
 
Monday, March 19 – Guest Speaker: International Rescue Committee (IRC) Executive Director, Karen 
Ferguson.  She’ll share about the organization as well as The Vision Project, a program run by IRC in 
Northern California, engaging the community to empower refugee girls who are building a better future 
in the U.S.  We invite all church members to attend, not just women.  
 
(continued on page 5) 
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Women’s Fellowship (continued from page 4) 
 
A date for your consideration is the triennial event on August 2 to 5, 2018. The PW Churchwide 
Gathering (CWG) will take place in Louisville, Kentucky.  Several of our members will be attending to 
not only meet with other PW from across the country and to learn from the many workshops available 
but also to be supportive to Pat Chan.   Pat has been nominated to serve as Asian American Member at 
Large serving from 2018-2020.   Along with 18 other new members of the CCT, she will be presented 
for election at the business meeting and installed at the larger gathering there.   We hope to hear from 
her as she receives news to share about PW.    
 
Registration is now open for CWG.   If any women, young and old, are interested even those in our 
Mandarin and Cantonese congregations, please ask questions and/or plan to register as soon as possible.  
Go to the website:  www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering. 
 
As this is the beginning of a new year, we want you to make your pledges to WF.  As a member or a 
new friend of WF, we suggest a minimum of $35.00 each.  However, many women give a larger amount 
so that we can cover our year’s expenses.  One item in our budget is Scholarships that we can give if you 
apply and ask.  This can support you to this year’s CWG, or any other PW workshops/conferences that 
you’d like to attend with the knowledge that on your return you will be willing to give a report of your 
experience.   
 
If there are any questions, please read the bulletin boards or ask any of the women in WF.  So many of 
our members have served PW on the different levels of the church as CT members that they’ll be able to 
answer questions.  Otherwise, there is always the website for your resource.   
 

 

Women’s Fellowship at Christmastime, December 2017.  
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BOOK REVIEW                         by Gilbert Lee  
“Nothing to Envy: Life in North Korea" by Barbara Demmick 

 
Demmick lived in South Korea for 5 years 
getting to know a half dozen North Korean 
escapees/exiles. The book's strength is letting 
the exiles tell stories in their own words.  
Nothing to Envy is a communist slogan of 
disdain for the capitalist west. 
 

The first third of the book is "normal village 
life", the peer pressure, police state 
neighborhood watch and the Cult of Great 
Leader Kim.  
 

Second part they describe the three great 
crises of the 90's. The death of the godlike 
first Great Leader Kim. Then in 1990 their 
main ally, the Soviet Union, collapses 
leading to economic chaos. An ex-factory 
worker says they all went to work for months, 
but with no orders to fill they just swept 
floors and polished the machinery. 
Eventually the supervisor told them "maybe 
you should all look into the black market".  
Finally government mismanagement led to 
the infamous 90's famine.  It's still unknown 
how many millions died. Organized as 
collective farms people were not prepared to 
grow their own food. Malnourished, a simple 
cold was fatal.  Exiles describe the roaming 
bands of orphans, the horrible measures 
everyone took to try to obtain food. 
 

The last section exiles tell why and how they 
left the North. Very informative is the various 
ways to get out. While the border with South 
Korea is the most heavily militarized in the 
world, miles of soldiers and land mines, the 
Chinese border to the north almost seems like 
"the Wild West ".  The Yalu River at the 
Chinese border has parts in the dry season 
that are only waist deep.  An active black 
market at the border assists crossings for a 
price.  Parallel to them are South Koreans 
working in North China as an "underground 

railroad”, sending messages to specific North 
Koreans that their families have bought them 
fake IDs and plane tickets out, awaiting them 
across the Yalu River. Some escapees may 
walk 150 miles west across China, entering 
Mongolia as undocumented aliens.  
Mongolia deports them but having no 
diplomatic ties to North Korea, deports 
them to ...South Korea! 
 

Related to getting out, China's "one child 
policy" has skewed their male ratio. 
Tragically North Korean women are 
willingly trafficked as wives. With no legal 
immigration status their prospects for jobs or 
education are restricted, if they aren't just 
treated as slaves.  (Journalist Lisa Ling's 
sister was there investigating this story 10 
years ago, when the North Korean army 
allegedly crossed the border into China, 
arresting her and a second female Asian 
reporter. After weeks Citizen Bill Clinton 
worked diplomacy to free them.) 
 

Life for exiles in South Korea is not perfect. 
The government has classes for escapees on 
using cell phones, ATMs and computers, all 
uncommon items in the North.  Pyramid 
schemers prey on exiles naive to the dark side 
of free market capitalism, many losing their 
government resettlement funds. North 
Korean doctors and scientists work at menial 
jobs, their advanced degrees not valid in the 
south. And most don't know if they will ever 
see their families again. 
 

The book only briefly mentions Korea's 
nuclear programs, a vital current issue.  But 
Nothing to Envy does greatly humanize a 
people being portrayed as our next enemy. 
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Mandarin Worshipping Community                                                   by Amy Feng 
 
Those of you who remember our old Sanctuary….Too Dark! More Light! That was the 
consensus back then before we remodeled…who would’ve thought, now we are 
‘complaining’ it’s too Bright! ... We now look for ways to ‘darken’ our Sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings, because we can’t see the PowerPoint presentation! 
 
New times comes new technology, and new challenges! So, we had our mishap and 
needed to relocate to Cameron House for half a year! Just when we thought Culbertson 
Hall was perfect lighting for our Christmas play….we moved back to our church 
building, and not a day sooner than December 24th! 
 
But, God is good, and so are His plans for us….below, are some pictures from our 
Christmas pageant of the Birth of Jesus, directed by our soon-to-be Pastor Hao! 

 
(By the way, please save the date: March 11, 2018, 5pm for the joyous celebration of the 
ordination and commissioning of Israel to be the Commissioned Pastor for the Mandarin 
Worshipping Community!  

An invitation will follow) 
 

(continued on page 8)  
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Mandarin Worshipping Community   (continued from page 7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
God’s grace is abundant, and God’s Blessings are plenty! May our Church continue to 

bear witness to our community for years and years to come!        Happy 2018 to all!  
Amen!  
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Brief for the Ministries of 2017                                  by The Rev. Sze-Yan Kaan 

The ministries of the Cantonese worshiping community, since the church was established for 165 
years (1853-2018) counted as the most historic church, appears today as the most inconspicuous 
ministry because of the past ups and downs of all ages. 

In recent years, we have continued praying and waiting for God's intentions.  We try to renew, 
develop and promote our ministry and ask the Lord to enrich our faith and strength to work 
together with Him and uphold His great mission. 
 

Last year, our theme was: “Loyalty to tradition, Daring to innovate, Christ with us, Inheritance in 
a proper way”.  With faithfulness to the tradition, we follow the procedures of Presbyterianism, 
thereby using the Old and New Testaments as the systematic scripture for preaching every Sunday. 
We nominate the elders in accordance with Presbyterian polity.  Even though we were lacking 
elders for the last two years, now we are not, for “until now the Lord still helps us”. 
(1 Sam. 7:12). 
 

Thanks to God, He gives us a vision of grace in this greatly impoverished and difficult time; we 
are working together with the English worshiping community co-operating in the Food Pantry 
ministries.  Not only can we help Chinatown’s low income families around this area but also, we 
have the opportunity to contact and serve them. 
 

Under the theme of "Daring to Innovate," we co-organized with the San Francisco Department of 
Health - Chinatown Health Bureau, the seminar and lectures in training on diet, nutrition and 
healthy eating. We also re-established Junior Karate classes. These events are designed to attract 
people in the neighborhood.  Let them know our church, reach out to new immigrants and make 
them hear the gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       

Healthy Eating Seminar 
                                                                                                                           (continued on page 10) 
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        Brief for the Ministries of 2017       (continued from page 9) 
  

                        Junior Karate Class                               "Jesus loves Chinatown" Missionary July 2017 
                                            
The people power and financial resources of the Cantonese worshiping group are still weak.  Three-fifth 
of our members are elderly. The other two-fifth are middle-aged, youth and children. Yet we are still 
working together for God’s ministries and missions.  Since the end of 2016 under the help of Session 
with all three worshiping communities, we have successfully set up a fundraising campaign for the 
Cantonese ministry.  Because of “Christ's presence”, everyone shows love to each other’s community. 
 
Year 2017 is over.  Looking forward to the new 2018, we pray that God still has compassion on us and 
we can be “inherited and educated” by Him in this sinuous and rebellious generation. Especially in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, it is our responsibility to pass the Gospel to the Cantonese new comers who do 
not know God, and to have them follow Jesus Christ. 
 
                                                                 
                                                                 
 
                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               Music Worship Seminar 
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News from the Pews                                                                       Pat Chan - Deacon   
 
We have some people in our church community that we need to congratulate. 
 

Lindsey Quock passed the Bar exam on her first try. I'm sure her parents Jeanne and Winchell 
are so happy for her.  Sister Lauren is having a challenging first year of teaching.  She is a first 
grade teacher.   
 

Erin Der-McLeod is engaged and is planning to get married down 
in Southern California. 
 

Darren Woo son of Jojo and Jerrick is engaged. 
 

Ryan Wong and his wife Chen are proud parents of a 
daughter.  Zoe was born on January 5.  Vivien and Kimball are first time Grandparents. 
 

Tad has a new part time job with Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church.  He is their office manager 
and is so lucky that he can walk to work.  Tad already knows the Pastor that he will be assisting. 
 

We are happy to see Alena Wong-Ja back home from Malaysia.  She told me she just wants a 
regular 9 to 5 job for a little while.  We want to wish Alena the best for 2018. 
 

============================================================= 
 

             UPCOMING EVENTS                                                  by Linda Lee 
 

February 14    Ash Wednesday, 6:30 pm   Lent begins     
 Sundays in Lent for Study:   Feb. 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18 
 

February 23   SF Interfaith Meal for the Homeless 
 

March 25       Palm Sunday 
 

March 29        Maundy Thursday Supper and Service 6:30 pm 
 

April 1            Easter 
 

April 29          Celebrate the Gifts of Women service of worship 
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