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Spirit
PWP-SF SPRING GATHERING

SATURDAY , MARCH 6 , 2021  -  10am via ZOOM

--  PROGRAM  --

Toni Eby , Executive Director of SF SafeHouse

check the Spring issue of The Spirit for more details!

Time to do some of the things put off before , like read books including

books by black authors , books about family history

Getting in touch with myself , playing the piano

Time to do physical therapy

Stronger connections : with family , friends , associates , neighbors , 

Getting busier with good projects

Appreciating the colors of home and fall

Realizing God ’s protection is there

Grateful for the ability to meet and see people virtually

Finding new ways to communicate and connect

Expecting a first grandchild

Slowing down

Enjoying Zumba by Zoom

Glad my brother is sharing my home

Discovering new communities without travel , can worship w/folks anywhere

Seeing all of us at this meeting

Smoke without fire

Garden produce and a good farm harvest

A new hip and no pain when sitting

Recovery of family members with Covid-19

Zoom : can be in 3 places at one time without leaving home

Presbyterian Women are blessed by busy lives!

Blessings from the Pandemic 
as shared by PW of the Synod of the Pacific

church members , far-away friends



Dear Women of the Presbytery,

The members of your Coordinating Team and I pray that you, your family,
your church family, and your friends all are doing well.

2020 has forced us to change established patterns and to revise how we live.
Last year would you have self-identified as being adept at using social media?
With ZOOM we have been able to connect with more women than ever before.
Women who have been unable to attend our gatherings in person for one reason
or another are now able to connect with us remotely. Our Fall Gathering was a
wonderful occasion. Covid-19 has not stopped the core of our PW gatherings -
fellowship, education, worship, and mission.   

Many of you have received the Prayer & Beyond: Faithful Response in Times of
Trouble resource published by PW. Please let people know that on the
Presbyterian Women’s website www.presbyterianwomen.org they can now
download this resource in English, Spanish or Korean. Furthermore, a link has
been added that will take you to a video version of the resource (brand new!).

Needless to say, 2020 has been a challenging year. In addition to personal cares
and concerns we have been impacted by wars and rumors of war, incidents of
social and racial injustice, a deadly disease, natural disasters and an economic
crisis. During these unprecedented days, I’ve found myself taking comfort and
being encouraged by hymns such as:

“In Times Like These”                          and         “Because He Lives”
In times like these, we need a Savior                  Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,
In times like these, we need an anchor               Because He lives, all fear is gone,
Be very sure, be very sure                                   Because I know He holds the future,
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock.      And life is worth the living,

                                       Just because He lives.

This is not the first and it won’t be the last time that the world will be faced with
turmoil. Yet, through it all, we hold fast to the facts that God that is ever
present, God is ever loving, and that God, is consistent. We may not know about
tomorrow, but we know that God is in control and that God has the whole world
in His hands.  God has a history of caring for, delivering, and supplying the
needs of His people.  Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of San Francisco
act on this belief. Despite all the chaos going on around us, I’m so proud to say
that through our various Together In Service Projects we are showing our love
and are making a difference in the lives others. Thank you.

Talking about our rock and anchor, yes, the season of Advent is here. As we
celebrate the birth of our Savior it is a time to reflect on new beginnings, hope,
and love for one another.  I want to encourage everyone to visit the Presbytery
website www.presbyteryofsf.org to read the Advent Devotionals that will be
posted on this website. You can read the devotions on the website or you can
sign up to receive the devotions in your email.

May you have a merry Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.

                                              Peace and Blessings.

     Betty Delaney



HOW WE CAN CONNECT
RELATIONALLY THROUGH
ZOOM MEETINGS
Participants in the Presbytery of
the Synod meeting saw this video.
Hopefully you can visit it as Rev.
Dr. Cooper has a lot to share with
us in our endeavors to stay
connected. Rev. Dr. Dee Cooper 
has a most informative 12-minute
video on YouTube that is most
reassuring for those of us trying to
stay connected. 

For over 20 years, Dr. Cooper has
been a Presbyterian Minister. She
has served in churches in Maine,
Kansas, California and Colorado.
She has been the Moderator of the
Denver Presbytery and on the
Committee on Ministry in several
presbyteries. 

To find this video: 
1)   Go to www.youtube.com. 
2)  On their list of activities, go to 
     VIDEOS and once there go to
3)  SEARCH and type in Rev. Dr. 
     Dee Cooper
4)  her list will come up and look 
     for one titled “How We Can 
     Connect Relationally through 
     Zoom Meetings”

OR: I just googled - “How We Can
Connect Relationally through
Zoom meetings” and was able to
access the video.
  
Blessings and peace, 

Karen Vied

- IN APPRECIATION -

Elder Betty Delaney
Moderator , Presbyterian Women of the

San Francisco Presbytery 

Well, they say all good things must
come to an end. After six years, we must
say goodbye to Moderator, Betty
Delaney. She has served her terms as
our Leader with gracefulness and
excellence. Betty has been an
instrumental leader in guiding the
Presbyterian Women in all that we do.
Her knowledge and many years of
service as a Presbyterian has helped her
to bless us with her presence. 

As Betty takes on her new position with
the Presbyterian Women Synod of the
Pacific and continues to serve on
committees for the San Francisco
Presbytery, let us continue to support
her in everything that God has for her.  

Betty, it is with great honor that we had
the privilege of having you as our
Moderator. You have given us joy,
leadership, understanding, and
knowledge of what the Presbyterian
Women are all about. We are 
extremely happy for you, but sad that
you will no longer be leading our CT
meetings. However, with your model of
leadership, we will continue to strive. 

We appreciate you and we love you. 
God be with you. Peace and Grace be
with you always, In Jesus' Name. 

Min. Phyllis Givens
Moderator, PW, Sojourner Truth PC
Moderator, PWP Search Committee

Editor's Note: The Coordinating Team is
continuing its work as they search for a new
Moderator. Contact Phyllis Givens,
pegivens34@yahoo.com, if you have questions
about serving on the Coordinating Team.



recognize racism as sin and “opposite of what God intends for humanity”*
dismantle white supremacy and privilege related to skin color
confront the sins of injustice against people of color and work for justice
end the criminalization of non-white skin
hold police departments accountable for any and all employees who harass and/or
terrorize communities of color
interrupt policy and structures that promote systems of oppression
challenge media messaging to ensure persons of color are not tried for their own
murders (Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, Sandra Bland, Michael Brown, and others), 
AND, build an inclusive, caring community.

of color. We speak the names of recent victims while condemning the historic systemic
racism that has caused the deaths and otherwise impeded the lives of so many of God’s
children.

AHMAUD ARBERY – A 25-year-old who was chased down, shot, 
and killed while jogging by a retired police officer and his son in
Brunswick, Georgia (February 23, 2020).

BREONNA TAYLOR – A 26-year-old emergency medical technician,
was shot eight times by Louisville Metro Police Department officers
who entered her apartment while serving a “no-knock warrant” 
(March 13, 2020).

DREASJON (SEAN) REED – A 21-year-old from Indianapolis, stopped
for reckless driving, died after being shot at least eight times by an
Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department officer (May 6, 2020).

GEORGE FLOYD – A 46-year-old killed, after allegedly attempting to
use a counterfeit $20 bill, when a Minneapolis police officer knelt on
George’s neck (May 25, 2020), ignoring George’s repeated pleas that he
could not breathe.

We encourage all Presbyterian Women to:

Gracious God, we know you hear us, and we remember you said,  “I will give them one
heart, and put a new spirit within them; I will remove the heart of stone from their
flesh and give them a heart of flesh.”—Ezekiel 11:19.

We continue to pray for change of thinking, change in actions, and change in policies
towards people of color—and we continue to pray for health and peace in the world.

The Moderatorial Team thanks Erma Jones, Presbyterian Women Search Committee Moderator, for her
initiative and leadership in the preparation of this statement. 

On behalf of Presbyterian Women, Inc.’s, Board of Directors and Staff,

JyungIn (Jenny) Lee, Moderator, Presbyterian Women, Inc.
Jo Ann Burrell, Vice moderator for mission relationships, Presbyterian Women, Inc.
Joy Durrant, Vice moderator for justice and peace concerns, Presbyterian Women, Inc.

Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”—Luke 10:27

Presbyterian Women, Inc., reaffirms our commitment to
dismantling institutional and structural racism, white
supremacy, and white privilege following the recent and
ongoing practice of police brutality and murders of people 



IT was a month before Christmas, and all through the town,

People wore masks, that covered their frown.

The frown had begun way back in the Spring,

When a global pandemic changed everything.

They called it Corona, but unlike the beer,

It didn’t bring good times, it didn’t bring cheer.

Contagious and deadly, this virus spread fast,

Like a wildfire that starts when fueled by gas.

Airplanes were grounded, travel was banned.

Borders were closed across air, sea and land.

As the world entered lock down, to flatten the curve,

The economy halted, and folks lost their verve.

From March to July we rode the first wave,

People stayed home, they tried to behave.

When summer emerged the lock down was lifted.

But away from caution, many folks drifted.

Now it’s November and cases are spiking,

Wave two has arrived much to our disliking.

Front line workers, Doctors and nurses,

Try to save people, from riding in hearses.

This virus is awful, this COVID-19.

There isn’t a cure. There is no vaccine.

It’s true that this year has had sadness a plenty,

We’ll never forget the year 2020.

And just ‘round the corner - The holiday season,

But why be merry? Is there even one reason?

To decorate the house and put up the tree,

When no one will see it, no-one but me.

But outside my window the snow gently falls,

And I think to myself, let’s deck the halls!

So, I gather the ribbon, the garland and bows,

As I play those old carols, my happiness grows.

Christmas ain’t cancelled and neither is hope.

    If we lean on each other, I know we can cope. 

Written by : Shawna Hickling , Calgary , AB , Canada   

November 19 , 2020   

TWAS A MONTH BEFORE CHRISTMAS...


